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we regret to find that he has not been able to advance any thing new upon 
ei er of these points. He nevertheless deserves our commendation for the 
zeal and industry with which he has investigated the subject, and for the large 
mass of information which he has collected, from such a diversity of sources, 
and condensed into a small compass. £ q 


XV. Bus der Erfahrung gesehopfte Andeutungen znr Erhenntniss und Bchand- 
lung der Epidemischen Cholera. Von Dr. A. L. Kostleb, k. k. Polizey-Be- 
zirksarzt in Wien. 12mo. pp. 32. Wien, 1831. 

Prakluche Erfahrungen tibcr de Katur der Cholera in Lemberg und Behandlun 
tart derselben. Von Jostm Hemes, ordenU. offentl. Proff. der anthropotomTe 
und ausord. der Pathologischen anatomican der Universitat in Lemberg 
8vo. pp. 16. Lemberg, 1831. 

Notices of the nature and treatment of Cholera, demon from experience. By Dr 
Hostler, of Vienna. 


Practical Observations on the nature of the Cholera at it 
on its treatment. By Professor Beebes, of Lemberg. 


appeared at Lemberg, and 


Were our acquaintance with any given subject in medical science to be judged 
of by the number of publications which have appeared in relation to it, then 
would there be no one upon which our knowledge should be more complete 
than that of cholera. We have laying before us a list of the different works 
and treatises which have been pubUshed on the nature, causes, and treatment 
of cholera, upon the continent of Europe, occupying upwards of twenty-five 
duodecimo pages; add to these the publications on the same subject which have 
issued from the English and American presses, and we shall have of such works 
alone asufficient number to fill the shelves ofa very respectable sized library. After 
a!, however,upon the pathology- of cholera wc are still we think greatly in the dark. 
The closest and most attentive examination of the phenomena by which the disease 
is accompanied—-the immense number of autopsical esaminations that have 
been made of the bodies of those who have died of it—and all the inferences 
we have been enabled to draw from the effects produced by the remedies that 
have been administered for its cure-all these leave still the proposition true- 
we have no certain knowledge of the pathological condition of the tissues by 
which the symptoms of cholera are produced. So far as regards the predispns- 
mg and some of the exciting causes of the disease, and its phenomena, we un¬ 
doubtedly possess very exact information; and concerning, also, the most effec¬ 
tual means for its treatment, we are as well acquainted perhaps as in regard to 
any other disease. A knowledge of these points, however, we may remark, is 
ot the very first importance. 

The two short pamplcts, the tides of which are placed at the head of this 
article, the one published in Vienna and the other at Lemberg, would scarcely 
of themselves demand a notice; but being sent to us by an esteemed correspon- 
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The first, which upon the whole deserves a good deal of praise, presenting a 
very correct sketch of the symptoms of cholera, and some very excellent re¬ 
marks upon the treatment of the disease, was evidently published for the infor- 
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mation of the physicians of Germany, previously to the epidemic having made 
its appearance in that country'. It of course has much less interest than those 
accounts of the disease that have been drawn up from actual observation. Such 
a one the second of these works purports to be. Professor Berres states, that 
what he has advanced in relation to the symptoms, pathology, and treatment of 
cholera, is the result of observations made upon between twelve and thirteen 
hundred patients. The nature of the pathology advanced by this gentleman 
will be understood by the following extract:— 

‘‘By the action upon the human system, of the poison producing cholera, the 
vital power of the ganglionic nervous system, particularly that of the abdominal 
viscera, is more or less impaired, even sometimes completely destroyed; while, 
most commonly at the same time, the oxygen in the blood is absorbed. Hence 
cholera consists in a decreased activity of the ganglionic nervous system, and a 
defective arterialization. (super-venositv,) °f the blood.” 

Both the writers before us, agree as to the propriety and efficacy of bleed¬ 
ing, both general and topical, practised at the first onset of an attack of the dis¬ 
ease. There are indeed few points connected with the treatment of any malig¬ 
nant disease, upon which there is so general a concurrence of opinion as we 
find to exist upon the necessity of blood-letting in cholera. The great majority of 
the publications in relation to the disease which have fallen into our hands, and 
they arc sufficiently numerous, however opposite the views advanced in 
them on other points connected with the epidemic, all agree as to the im¬ 
portance of the lancet in the first period of the attack; and more especially is 
this the case among such of the writers as have had the most ample opportuni¬ 
ties for studying the disease. Our own experience, also, confirms the importance 
of the remedy. We might venture even to assert that few cases of cholera 
would prove fatal were venesection boldly resorted to soon after an attack. 

D. F. C. 
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On Angina Membranacea , an Inaugural dissertation for the degree of Doctor in 
Medicine. By Godfrey Zicuxeh, Defended before the Medical Faculty of the 
University of Berlin. 

On Cynanche Trachcalis, an Inaugural dissertation for the degree of Doctor in 
Medicine. By Samuel Malixs, Defended before the Medical Faculty of the 
University of Edinburgh. 

We regret that the regulation of our University, which in former years re¬ 
quired the graduates in medicine to publish their inaugural dissertations, has 
been dispensed with. The regulation we are well convinced was a good one. 
That commendable ambition which every young physician ought to feel to be 



